
 

 

MICHON SPINELLI AND STEVEN WOOD JOIN ROPERS MAJESKI KOHN & 
BENTLEY AS PARTNERS 

The Daily Journal - May 2014 

The addition of Michon M. Spinelli and Steven G. Wood was featured by the Daily Journal in the “On 

the Move” column.  

 

STATE BAR COMMITTEE TIGHTENS ETHICS GUIDELINES FOR E-DISCOVERY 

The Daily Journal - 4/25/2014 

By Don J. DeBenedictis 

Partner Lael D. Andara was quoted in the article “State Bar committee tightens ethics guidelines for e-

discovery.” In the article, Andara discusses the obligation of attorneys to understand the use of e-

discovery and electronic information in light of a pending opinion from the State Bar of California, 

which is expected to formalize these obligations. 

 

RAJARATNAM TAX SHELTER FIRM CAN'T GET HELP PAYING $5M AWARD 

Law360 - 4/17/2014 

By Dan Ivers 

Partner Jung H. Park was mentioned in an article for her representation of Weiss & Co. in a lawsuit 

filed by tax firm Diversified Group Inc. (“Diversified”) which sought to force Weiss & Co., among other 

defendants, to contribute payment to a $5 million arbitration award against Diversified for selling 

illegal tax shelters to former hedge fund manager Raj Rajaratnam. New York Supreme Court Judge 

Eileen Bransten granted summary judgment to Weiss & Co. and the other defendants, holding that the 

law prevented Diversified from pursuing damages that were exclusively economic in nature. The full 

text of the article can be viewed here (subscription required). 

  

http://www.law360.com/articles/529214/rajaratnam-tax-shelter-firm-can-t-get-help-paying-5m-award
http://www.law360.com/articles/529214/rajaratnam-tax-shelter-firm-can-t-get-help-paying-5m-award


ROPERS MAJESKI KOHN & BENTLEY LANDS VETERAN RETAIL TEAM FOR NEW 
YORK OFFICE 

4/17/2014 

Scott Bermack Joins Firm as Partner 

NEW YORK – April 17, 2014 – Ropers Majeski Kohn & Bentley, P.C. (RMKB), a multi-service law 

firm offering litigation and transactional services nationally and internationally, has added veteran trial 

lawyer Scott W. Bermack as partner, Lisa M. Fitzgerald and Michelle L. Gordon as senior associates 

and Samantha R. Aster as associate in its New York City office. The attorneys come to RMKB from 

LeClairRyan, where Bermack was a partner. In the past three months, the firm has expanded its New 

York office by six attorneys.  

“Scott, Lisa, Michelle and Samantha are illustrative of our plan for smart, strategic growth. These 

talented attorneys deepen our bench of business and commercial attorneys and enhance our client 

offerings. Their retail-oriented defense practice will fit well with the needs of our clients and their 

insurers and expands our ability to service members of this vibrant industry on both coasts. We 

welcome them to the RMKB family,” said Mike Ioannou, Chairman of RMKB. 

Bermack is now chair of RMKB’s Retail Industry team and a member of the firm’s Products Liability, 

General and Premises Liability, Construction and Professional Liability teams. For nearly 25 years, he 

has represented national retailers, automobile manufacturers, trucking companies, medical and legal 

professionals, liability insurance carriers and self and large retention insureds. He has significant first 

chair jury trial experience and numerous reported defense verdicts. Bermack has considerable 

experience defending federal class action lawsuits brought under the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act 

and has successfully prosecuted and defended insurance coverage suits on behalf of carriers and 

insureds. He is a New York State licensed property and casualty insurance broker and regularly 

counsels clients on risk management, safety, insurance and indemnity issues. Bermack, selected by 

his peers for inclusion on the “New York Metro Super Lawyers” list every year since 2008, is a member 

of the board of directors of the National Retail & Restaurant Defense Association (NRRDA), chair of the 

New York Labor Law Subcommittee for the Claim and Litigation Management Alliance (CLM) and was 

recently appointed to the Premises Liability Specialty Editorial Board for the Journal of American Law. 

He is a graduate of American University, Washington College of Law (J.D., 1989) and Brandeis 

University (B.A., 1986). 



Fitzgerald focuses her practice on civil claims involving product liability, construction and labor law, 

professional liability, premises liability and trucking liability. She has substantial experience 

representing multinational corporations and individuals in the areas of commercial litigation, fraud, 

business litigation, class action litigation, contractual disputes, toxic torts and civil rights 

discrimination. Fitzgerald is a graduate of St. John’s University School of Law (J.D., 2007) and the 

State University of New York at Stony Brook (B.S., 2001). 

Gordon defends workplace torts and employment claims asserted against employers. In addition to 

her representation of employers in claims brought against them by current and former employees, 

Gordon defends companies facing third-party liability for alleged tortious conduct, including premises 

liability, product liability and commercial claims. Her prior experience also includes professional 

liability litigation, particularly in matters involving the defense of architects, engineers and design 

professionals. Gordon is a graduate of the Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra University (J.D., 

2009) and Binghamton University, State University of New York (B.A., 2004).  

Aster practices professional and product liability defense. Her prior experience includes insurance 

defense litigation, particularly in matters involving the defense of rental car companies. Aster is a 

graduate of St. John’s University School of Law (J.D., 2012) and Syracuse University (B.A., 2009).  
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