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McNees Acquires Lobbying Firm Capital Associates
Harrisburg, Pa. – (February 6, 2018) McNees Wallace & Nurick LLC recently approved the
acquisition of Capital Associates, Inc., a Harrisburg-based lobbying firm. While retaining the name
and organizational structure, Capital Associates will operate under the umbrella of McNees Wallace
& Nurick’s Community Networking Resources subsidiary. Capital Associates employees Jay
Layman, Paula Vitz, Nick Kratz, Sara Callie and Marla Wasson started with McNees on February 1,
2018.
“Adding Capital Associates elevates our state lobbying to a higher and deeper level,” said David M.
Kleppinger, chairman of McNees. “Their strong mix of youth and experience enhances our ability to
serve our clients and the community and their integrity and reputation is aligned with ours.”
Capital Associates provide clients with more than 100 years of political, business and nonprofit
organization experiences and successes. They enjoy a well-earned reputation for preparedness,
integrity, resourcefulness, political acumen and dedication. The “CA Way” defines how they operate
- ethical, experienced, full-service, client-focused and outcome-oriented. They don’t just talk about
the “CA Way” or flash it across a website, they implement it every day on behalf of their clients.
Jay Layman has nearly 50 years’ experience in the Pennsylvania public affairs arena. He became a
lobbyist for the law firm of Killian & Gephart in 1972 while attending law school and gained
proficiency in grassroots advocacy and environmental issues resulting in legislation involving clean
air and clean water issues, floodplain control, pesticide use, land use and acquisition of public lands.
In addition to developing proficiency in environmental law during this period, Jay successfully
developed and managed numerous client issues resulting in new or amended laws in the areas of
transportation, health, education, professional licensure and state appropriations.
During legal practice, Jay served as general counsel to many business and professional
associations and nonprofit organizations providing representation in a broad cross section of
business and association interests. Highlights include organizing effective political activities for these
organizations, advising them on tax issues, real estate transactions, employment issues, trade
shows, strategic consulting in the creation and development of new organizations. His guidance was
instrumental in the development and enactment of legislation creating the State Board of Examiners
in Speech-Language and Hearing. While representing nonprofit conservation organizations, he was
the guiding force during a twelve-year process of developing, advocating and enacting the
Conservation and Preservation Easement Act, a significant public policy improvement over existing
law that enables public and private sector land interests to be both protected and enhanced. He
understands the state budget and appropriations processes.
After 22 years of working for Killian & Gephart in a variety of roles, including Managing Partner and
head of the firm’s lobbying practice, Jay Layman founded Capital Associates in 1994. Jay envisioned
a public affairs firm that would combine the expertise and experience of lobbying, government

affairs, public relations, law and strategic consulting based upon a team model of delivering client
services in a collaborative environment. A founding principle of the firm was assuring there would be
no potential for, perception of or actual conflict of interest among all clients and their issues, thus
enabling the synergy of the team to be applied fully on behalf of each client without reservation.
Jay remains a member of the PA and Dauphin County Bar Associations. During his legal career, he
was also a charter member of the Legal Section of the American Society of Association Executives.
He maintains his Attorney’s License with the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. Although not in private
practice, he remains attuned to many legal issues and applies these skills to client issues. Jay
earned a B.S. in Geology from Dickinson College and his J.D. from Penn State – Dickinson Law.
Paula Vitz joined Capital Associates in July 2001 bringing more than 20 years of extensive
experience at senior levels in both the Executive and Legislative branches of state government. She
served in the Office of the Governor, the Senate of Pennsylvania, and the PA Department of
Agriculture. She was Deputy Director of the Governor’s Office of Public Liaison under Governor Tom
Ridge and oversaw appointments to more than 800 Boards and Commissions. She advised the
Governor on a regular basis and worked closely with the General Assembly, cabinet members and
the Governor’s executive staff on all gubernatorial appointments.
Paula held a variety of executive positions while in the Senate, including terms as Executive Director
of four committees: Public Health and Welfare, Local Government, Game and Fisheries, and Military
and Veterans Affairs. She worked on over 250 sets of regulations, contributed significantly to
legislation that created the Health Care Cost Containment Council and was integral to the passage
of the state’s most comprehensive oil and gas legislation.
In addition to her public service, Paula has been involved extensively in Pennsylvania electoral
activities, including managing or assisting in campaigns for President, U.S. Senator, Governor,
members of the General Assembly and offices at the local level. She serves on: the York County
Community Foundation Board – Ag Advisory Board and the Anne Anstine Excellence in Public
Service Series-Board of Directors.
Paula is the first recipient of the Distinguished Service Award from Thaddeus Stevens College of
Technology. In 2010, she was honored as the Outstanding Special Volunteer by The York County
Conservation District. In May 2013 Governor Tom Corbett nominated her to the prestigious
Governor’s Council on the Arts. She also serves on the Board of Directors of the York Cultural
Alliance. Paula was recognized as Woman of the Year for 2013-2014 by The National Association of
Professional Women. Also in 2014, she was selected as a “Woman of Influence” by the Central
Pennsylvania Business Journal. Paula is responsible for strategic and political consulting, policy
development, lobbying and advocacy. Paula graduated from Indiana University of Pennsylvania with
a B.S. Degree in Political Science.
Nick Kratz joined Capital Associates in April 2014 after leaving his position as Director of
Governmental Affairs for the Pennsylvania Retailers’ Association where he managed their legislative
issues and served as a lobbyist on behalf of over 60 Pennsylvania retail outlets. During his tenure at
the Retailers’, Nick focused on issues such as liquor privatization, minimum wage, sales and use
taxes, business taxes, and other retail industry-related issues.
Prior to working with the Pennsylvania Retailers’ Association, Nick served Governor Tom Corbett’s
Office of Legislative Affairs, where he assisted in all aspects of the Governor’s legislative agenda.
Nick was an essential staff member in the office, where he served a year and a half as a legislative
assistant to the Deputy Secretaries and the Secretary of Legislative Affairs. Nick was trusted with the
organization and development of multiple legislative tracking systems that allowed for an effective
implementation of legislative strategies. Nick graduated from Messiah College in 2012 with a B.A.
degree in Political Science.

Sara Callie joined Capital Associates in June of 2017 following her graduation from Millersville
University. During the Spring semester of 2017 Sara was selected for a government affairs
internship with Capital Associates. Throughout Sara’s internship, she acted in a supportive role,
performing a variety of tasks for CA’s clients and fellow team members which included attending
committee hearings, research, writing and grassroots advocacy on a diverse range of projects.
Sara’s hard work, attentiveness and ambition lead to her becoming the first intern CA hired at the
completion of an internship.
At Millersville, Sara was a Government & Political Affairs major with a minor in Criminology and
graduated with honors. She worked at the University’s Center for Health Education and promotion
as a Peer Educator creating programs and conducting outreach to educate students about dating
violence and sexual violence. She was an active member of the Millersville University Dance team,
where she held various leadership positions, and she continues her involvement with the dance
team, post-graduation, as the Coach.
Marla Wasson joined Capital Associates in June 2014, and provides financial management,
compliance reporting and administrative oversight for the team. Marla’s current and prior financial
leadership roles have included internal audit, taxes, general accounting and business management
for a variety of small business organizations.
Marla has been appointed to and served as a Public Member on the following Pennsylvania
professional licensure boards: State Board of Landscape Architects, State Board of Physical
Therapy and State Board of Chiropractic. She is now serving on the State Board of Optometry.
Marla graduated from Gannon University with a B.S. in Business Administration/Accounting. In
addition to her professional focus on business administration, Marla graduated from Rosemont
College with a B.A. in Studio Art.

###
McNees is a full-service law firm based in central Pennsylvania with more than 130 attorneys
representing corporations, associations, institutions and individuals. The firm serves clients
worldwide from offices in Harrisburg, Lancaster, State College and Scranton, PA; Columbus, OH;
Frederick, MD; and Washington, D.C. McNees is also a member of the ALFA International Global
Legal Network.

